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LAUREN DAIGLE

“A Mighty
Fortress™
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NOCKELS
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CHRIS TOMLIN

“Come as
You Are"
CROWDER

“Burning in
My Soul”
MATT MAHER
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NOVEMBER 14-20, 2015 || JESUS HAS ALL AUTHORITY

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
TABLES TURNED
John 2:13-24

This is a unique passage in the Bible. Typically, we think of Jesus as a
gentle shepherd or meek teacher. However, this story from the gospel
of John is neither gentle nor meek. The passage recounts Passover,
which was a time when the Jews celebrated their freedom from Egyp-
tian bondage. People would travel long distances to come to Jerusalem
for the celebration so this was always an exciting time for the people.

However, the problem entered when the priests required that “accept-
able” sacrifices be purchased only from the temple courts. Worshipers
were required to pay a temple tax and no pagan currency was accepted
so the moneychangers would exchange foreign money . . . for a fee.

Furthermore, these various merchants and moneychangers moved their
sales inside the temple rather than remaining outside as they had in
the past. It was for all of these reasons that Jesus was disgusted with
their behavior and overturned the tables, drove out the animals, and
spilled the moneychangers’ profits. He would not allow celebratory
worship of God to become a place where the religious took advantage
of others.

CONSIDER:

¢ How does this story demonstrate the fact that Jesus possesses all
authority?

e Read Ephesians 4:26. Is anger always a sin? Explain with biblical
support.

¢ How have you experienced the Lord’s righteous anger in the past?
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MONDAY
LISTEN TO THE
PROPHET
Deuteronomy 18:15-22

These verses were prophetic statements
made by Moses about the coming Mes-
siah. Everything that Moses said about
Jesus boils down to five words: You must
listen to Him (verse 15). Moses revealed
several things in this passage about
Christ, but the most important thing
about this coming Messiah was that He
must be listened to. Why?

First of all, Jesus is our intercessor, and
without His interceding love, we would
have no way of having a right relation-
ship with God. After all, James 2:10
states that if we stumble at even one
little point within the Law, we're guilty of
breaking all of it. No excuses can cover
our sins so we are absolutely dependent
on Jesus as our deliverer.

Second, it's intriguing that Moses said
this Savior would come from among the
people; He would be a fellow Israelite
(verse 15). This displays the fact that the
Lord is not a distant God, but He is will-
ing to become like His creation in order
to show us how to live.

CONSIDER:

e How do we practically listen to the
Lord and open our hearts to receive
what He has to say? Be detailed in your
answer.

e |n what ways are your currently listen-
ing to Jesus? In what ways might you
be ignoring Him?

e Which is more difficult for you to
grasp: Jesus is our intercessor or that
He walked among us and understands
everything we go through? Explain.

TUESDAY
REVERENT WORSHIP

Psalm 2

This is one of the psalms that foretold
the coming Messiah long before He
was actually on the planet in flesh and
blood. In describing Him, David provided
a particular context for his writing. The
psalmist described how we are living

in a rebellious world (verses 1-3). Since
Adam and Eve lived, humanity has
rebelled against God's plan because of
our own pride and ego.

However, the psalmist also explained
that we serve a sovereign God (verses
4-5). The Lord is not surprised by worldly
chaos but instead remains confidently
seated on His throne, in full control of ev-
erything. Therefore, if God is for us, then
who can stand against us (Romans 8:31)?
No one. God can both allow authority
and He can take it away.

So it is our primary goal in life to know
this victorious King who reigns above ev-
ery other authority (verses 6-9) and then
to make Him known through our reverent
and passionate lifestyles of worship. It is
in this that you will find fulfillment in life.

CONSIDER:

e Read Acts 4 and Hebrews 1. What
do those two passages say about the
Messiah?

e Why is it comforting to realize that God
is sovereign? How do you take refuge
in that truth?

e According to Psalm 2:10-11, what is our
appropriate response to Jesus? Why?



WEDNESDAY
WHAT WILL | DO WITH
JESUS?

Luke 9:18-22

There are many important questions in
life. Who will you marry? What occupa-
tion will you pursue? What values do
you think are most important? However,
there is one question that stands head
and shoulders above all others and it is a
question every person is confronted with
at one point or another: What will | do
with Jesus?

Jesus asked the disciples about what
others were saying about Him. The
people had all kinds of opinions but
when Jesus asked, “Okay, but who do
you say that | am?” Peter responded with
a resounding confession that Jesus was,
in all actuality, the Messiah.

Jesus understood the prophecies about
Him were part of His identity. He knew
that He would be rejected, suffer, and
die for the sake of providing grace and
salvation to all who would believe
(Romans 1:16). So that is the question
above all others for you as well. What
will you choose to do with Jesus?

CONSIDER:

e Who did the disciples say that some
people thought Jesus was? Why would
some believe that to be true?

® Read verse 21 again. Why would Jesus
tell His disciples not to tell anyone that
He was actually the Messiah?

e What have you personally chosen to do
with Jesus? Will you choose to accept
Him as your personal Savior or will you
reject Him?

THURSDAY
THE GOOD SHEPHERD
John 10:7-15

We are God's people and the sheep of

His pasture. That means we depend on
Him for everything. In the same way a

shepherd watches over his sheep, God
watches over His children.

It is a special proclamation that Jesus
made in this passage to call Himself
both our Door (verse 7) as well as our
Good Shepherd (verse 11). By referring
to Himself as the Door, He was saying
there is only one way to obtain salvation
and it would have to be Him. Our world
tries to tell us there are many paths to
Heaven, but Jesus made it clear that He
is the only way.

By calling Himself the Good Shepherd, it
showed that Jesus knows us individually
and that He has a special relationship
with us that is protective, nurturing, and
disciplinary. Jesus knows whether or not
we are truly His sheep. He knows our
hearts and was willing to lay down His
very life for His sheep in order to keep
us eternally safe.

CONSIDER:

e Describe a shepherd's role. Also,
describe the characteristics of a sheep.
Do you see any similarities in your own
relationship with God?

e How does it make you feel to know
that the Good Shepherd became a
sheep Himself in order to bring us back
to Him? Spend a few minutes thinking
about this act of love.

® Memorize Hebrews 13:20-21, under-
standing the role of a shepherd and
how our Savior paid the ultimate price
of us.

e DEVOTIONS

FRIDAY
FULL CONTROL
John 10:17-21

In this passage, Jesus was in the middle
of a controversy after He healed a blind
man on the Sabbath. In response, He
told His listeners that He was fully

in control of the situation. This was
obvious when (1) He actually healed the
blind man; as well as when (2) He later
would be crucified and resurrected from
the dead.

Therefore, Jesus has authority over

life and death. When Jesus went to

the cross, it would have looked like a
meaningless execution to someone who
did not understand. However, it was
purposeful. Jesus chose to die. No one
made Him do it; He had the power to lay
down His life or to take it up anytime He
chose (verse 18).

Jesus was determined to feel the full
curse of sin and to become totally
involved in our redemption. His earthly
miracles as well as His death and resur-
rection were voluntary acts of involve-
ment to point us toward eternal life in
Him. He is in control and can be trusted
completely.

CONSIDER:

e \What would it say about God if He
were loving but not fully in control?

e \What would it say about God if He
were fully in control but unloving?

e \What encouragement can you find in
knowing that God is loving and fully in
control?
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“Overcome™
JEREMY CAMP

“Here's My Heart”
CROWDER

“Come Thou
Fount of Every
Blessing”

PHIL WICKHAM

“He Is All We
Need"
HIGHLANDS
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“Always”
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STANFILL
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Playlist on SPOTIFY:
bit.ly/brinkplaylist

N

the brink magazine 51





